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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

A MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE

On behalf of the American people, the U.S. Department of State is pleased to
honor the American Legation National Historic Landmark in Tangier on its
bicentennial. The American Legation served as our consulate and official
residence in the walled city for 140 years from the 1820s to the 1960s. The
legation is a physical representation of the long history of Moroccans and
Americans working together in the region and globally.

Morocco was one of the first countries to recognize the newly independent

United States, opening its ports to American ships in 1777 and signing the
Moroccan-American Treaty of Friendship in 1786. This agreement, the

United States’ longest treaty relationship, has endured for 234 years. A generation
after its signing, Morocco’s gift of the American Legation property, the first
diplomatic facility owned by the United States, renewed that early alliance. These
initial ties held fast over time. By World War II, the American Legation housed
the largest U.S. diplomatic mission in North Africa. Its wartime association with
the Allied forces’ Operation Torch, commanded by Dwight D. Eisenhower, and
the Office of Strategic Services, directed by soldier and diplomat William
Donovan, added important military history to the building’s cultural and
diplomatic legacy. Following the war, the United States established the U.S.
Marine Security Guard Program. After their training at the Foreign Service
Institute, the first Marine Security Guards were deployed to the American
Legation in Tangier in 1949.

To accompany the exhibition Of Voice and Stone, curated by the Department’s
Office of Cultural Heritage and the U.S. Mission to Morocco, the booklet you are
holding introduces the American Legation National Historic Landmark — the only
U.S.-designated landmark established on foreign soil. Through selected objects
and personal stories, this booklet highlights Moroccan and American bilateral
relations and cultural ties. [ hope you enjoy learning about the people and events
associated with the American Legation — a building that symbolizes the profound
connection between the United States and Morocco over the past two centuries.

AYV]TDYW\%\ | W‘@n

Antony\Ll Blinken
Secretary of State
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Introduction from Ambassador Fischer
for Museum Exhibit Celebrating the 200"
Anniversary of the American Legation

in Tangier

It has been the honor of a lifetime to serve as U.S. Ambassador

to Morocco, and witness firsthand the incredible strength of our
partnership. The friendship between our two countries, based upon a
long history of shared values and common interests, continues to grow
inimportance, as we deepen our economic ties, political engagement,
security cooperation, and cultural exchange.

That partnership takes many forms. Morocco is the only country in
Africa with which we have a Free Trade Agreement, one that has

seen the value of our bilateral trade grow five-fold in the fifteen years
since its signing. The cultural, people-to-people ties between our two
countries are rich, with the Embassy sponsoring over 200 exchange
programs each year for Moroccans to visit the United States and meet
Americans firsthand.

I'm confident that our relationship is stronger than ever. In December
2020, we took a monumental step forward when the United States
officially recognized Moroccan sovereignty over the Sahara and when
Morocco and Israel, two of our closest allies, announced that they were enhancing their diplomatic ties.
These were some of the most consequential developments in the two centuries of friendship between the
United States and Morocco.

This is a special year to be celebrating that friendship. 2021 marks 200 years since the United States opened
its first diplomatic mission in Morocco at the American Legation in Tangier-our oldest diplomatic facility
anywhere in the world. My wife Jennifer and | have made many trips to the Legation museum and cultural
center and have grown to love the building and the community that surrounds it.

The organization managing the Legation, TALIM, with U.S. government support, has carefully preserved
the building, offered the community essential trainings and literary classes, and told the story of our two
countries'ties to the world. In fact | was honored to recently bestow the U.S.-Morocco Friendship Award to
Madison Cox for his work on behalf of the Legation as a member of TALIM's Board of Directors.

Old American Legation Museum, Tangier, Morocco
Wikimedia; Diego Delso, 2015-12-11
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Gifted by Moroccan Sultan Moulay Suliman to the United States in 1821, the Legation is a physical symbol
of our countries’longstanding and far-reaching friendship. American diplomats lived and worked in the
Legation for years and the Legation was the site of planning for Operation Torch, the landing of Allied
Forces in Morocco during World War Il. The Legation also played a role in the U.S. support for Moroccan
independence shortly following the Allied victory returning the favor, as Morocco was the first country to
recognize the United States in 1777.

Jennifer and | are delighted that this exhibit, “Of Voice & Stone: 200 Years of History in the American
Legation Building & Morocco,” will allow others to learn more about the Legation, its role in U.S. and
Moroccan history, and the security, economic, and cultural exchange between our two great nations. | hope
it will inspire many more-Americans and Moroccans alike-to visit the Legation in person and experience this
living monument to our countries’ friendship.
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There are
moments in
time when
everything
changes.

Sometimes it's no more than a signature on a sheet of paper, or a ship
captain’s steady hand through trade winds. The world often resists
these changes, but in the end they are inevitable. Small ripples have
the power to change the world. One of these moments arose when
Morocco became the first nation to recognize the United States on
December 20, 1777, only a year and a half after the Declaration of
Independence was written and six years before the British Crown was
ousted. Between our nations the second of these moments came
200 years ago. In May 1821 Sultan Moulay Suliman gifted the fledgling
United States the Legation Building in Tangier. This early roadmap
has led us on a 200-year journey, and along the way we have traded
politics, art, and culture of a vast array.

The building that served as this backdrop is of an elaborate Moorish-
style in stuccoed masonry that today blends into the city’s Old Quarter
seamlessly, but it is much more than that. It has served as a silent
sentinel as the Moroccan and American worlds shifted and changed
around it. From the gilded age, through World Wars, and even
Moroccan Independence, the Legation has borne witness to this ebb
and flow of history and the enduring symbolism of both a personal and
national identity.

Please join us for the exhibition Of Voice & Stone: 200 Years of History
in the American Legation Building & Morocco. It is our hope that it
captures some of the lasting moments and shared history, culture,
and heritage that help define our diverse national identities and guide
our friendship through the next 200 years.

Joseph Angemi Jr.
Senior Curator

Office of Cultural Heritage
U.S. Department of State
2021

L-R Old American Legation Museum, Tangier, Morocco
Wikimedia; Diego Delso, 2015-12-11
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Office of Cultural
Heritage

Bureau of Overseas Buildings Operations,
U.S. Department of State

U.s.
DEPARTMENT
OF STATE

BUREAU OF
OVERSEAS BUILDINGS
OPERATIONS

Tangier American
Legation Institute
for Moroccan
Studies

A
iy

TALIM

TANGIER AMERICAN
LEGATION INSTITUTE FOR
MOROCCAM STUDIES

U.S. Mission
Morocco

U.S. EMBASSY MOROCCO

The Office of Cultural Heritage oversees the stewardship of U.S.
Department of State property designated as historically, culturally,
or architecturally significant through conservation and education.
Currently more than 200 significant buildings have been identified,
39 of which are inscribed on the Secretary of State’s Register of
Culturally Significant Property. The Cultural Heritage office also
quides the care and display of approximately 18,500 objects in the
Department of State heritage collection of fine and decorative arts
located in diplomatic facilities abroad.

The Tangier American Legation Institute for Moroccan Studies (TALIM)
isamuseum, library, and cultural, research and community center
located in the only historic landmark of the United States located
abroad, in the medina of Tangier, Morocco. TALIM is also the Morocco
affiliate of the American Institute of Maghrib Studies. If you would like
to learn more about TALIM and our programs, please visit our website
at www.legation.org.

U.S. Mission Morocco is committed to strengthening the bilateral

ties between the United States and Morocco. Together, U.S. Embassy
Rabat and U.S. Consulate Casablanca sponsor over 200 academic
and professional exchanges with the United States each year,
encourage young Moroccans to realize their talents in STEM, arts, and
entrepreneurship, and help preserve Morocca's rich cultural heritage,
for the benefit of Moroccans and Americans alike.
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Allied Mission, American Legation

In 1981 the American
Legation in Tangier
received an unusual
honor (Figure 1). The
U.S. National Park :
Service inscribed the & \) -V

i |
L

overseas property on - 17
the National Register

of Historic Places and n””””” }
the listing marked
aradical departure
from the fifteen-

year old program’s
policy.' It was a matter
of geography. No
property outside the
United States was
considered eligible
within the procedures  Figure 1a.
for the National
Register established
by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.2 However, Morocco was one of the first countries to
recognize the newly independent United States, welcoming American ships in Tangier from 1777, and the
American Legation is the oldest, continually owned U.S. diplomatic facility.® Its significance under National
Register criteria was unmatched and led to the American Legation National Historic Landmark designation
by the Secretary of the Interior in 1982. Rather than a precedent, the American Legation landmark
designation proved unique. Geography made for an exceptional listing in American preservation history.” It
also drew many peoples to Tangier, and Americans of all generations.

Figure 1a. American Legation staff on the occasion of
the property’s listing in the National Register of Historic
Places, 1981. (National Park Service)
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Figure 1b.
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Figure 1b. View of the Legation courtyard walls with the
U.S. Department of State seal.
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Figure 2.
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The Old American Legation is located in the
medina, Tangier's old town whose geography

is clearly mapped by fortified walls built by the
Portuguese in the fifteenth century (Figures 2-3).
Yet Tangier is a much older settlement than the
ramparts suggest. The city was a trading center
for the Phoenicians and Carthaginians in the first
millennium B.C.E., and remains a strategic port on
the Strait of Gibraltar (Figures 4-5). Proximity to
the Iberian peninsula led to cultural and political
exchange and, at times, colonial oversight of the

Figure 2. View of Tangier in the seventeenth century.
The American Legation would be built in the garden
area, inside the walls, near the top of this map. (Tangier
American Legation Institute for Moroccan Studies)
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city by Portugal and Spain. The English and French
staked their claims in the late eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. The increasing European
presence shaped the urban landscape of Tangier
as they constructed houses and diplomatic envoys
competed for influence and power. American
diplomat Thomas Barclay commented that half of
Tangier's housing stock was English, attesting to
this growth as early as the 1780s.°
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Figure 3.

Figure 4.

Figure 3. View from the Constantine Hotel, with the
American Legation in the distance. (William Henry
Jackson, 1894, Library of Congress)

Figure 4. Nautical Atlas showing Brittany and the west
coast of Morocco by Francisco Oliva ll, in Marseille, 1658.
(Naval History and Heritage Command)
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Figure 5.

Along with the European powers, the nascent
American nation dispatched trading ships to
Tangier and established a diplomatic presence in
the city. The long serving consul, James Simpson,
recognized the need for suitable housing for
representational purposes and sought permission
from Washington, DC, to build a diplomatic
residence in Tangier.® Simpson arrived in Tangier
in 1797 and served as the U.S. consul until his death
in 1820. No funds were authorized for Simpson’s
request and the lack of appropriated moneys

for official quarters strained the diplomatic

corps.” This disadvantage relative to agents from
other countries was eased by a gift of property
from Sultan Moulay Suliman in 1821. The Sultan
presented Simpson’s successor, John Mullowny,
with property near the southern end of medina and
present-day Rue du Portugal for the U.S. mission in
Tangier (see Figure 2).2

Inside the Walls, Around
the Courtyard: Housing in
the Medina

Europeans built in the Haoumat Béni-Ider quarter,
where the American Legation was located, and the
multiple-storied buildings and wider streets of the
neighborhood hint at the morphology of the old

town.? Synagogues, mosques, and churches point

Figure 5. Passengers disembarking from Tangier boat,
view looking to Signal Hill Gibraltar. (H.C. White Co., 1908,
Library of Congress)
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to spiritual beliefs and cultural patterns of multiple
congregations over time. Inward-facing vernacular
houses joined the street-oriented imports

from Europe, often sharing boundary walls and
viewsheds over terraces.”® The tightly knit urban
fabric sustained several blows - by the English who
destroyed the city in 1684 and by the earthquake

of 1755 in addition to nineteenth and twentieth-
century assaults by the French - but the result is
arichly layered and interconnected architectural
setting within the old walls that is illustrated in the
evolution of the Legation from the 1820s to the
present (Figure B).

The gift of property solidified bilateral relations
between Morocco and the United States and
affirmed the treaty of peace and friendship

from 1786." The gifted property straddled the
street, now known as Rue d' Amerique, with a
one-room building used for storage on the east,
and a one-story, masonry building with several
rooms arranged around a courtyard on the west.
The courtyard floor plan and one-story building
height were common in the medina. These houses
sometimes had additional living areas in a partially
enclosed upper floor or a rooftop terrace or both.
The floor plans and building tradition also allowed
for two full floors, with the upper floors accessed
by a stair next to the courtyard or atrium rather
than an internal stair and corridor typically found
in English house plans(Figure 7). Examples of the
vernacular rooftop terraced houses were located
on lots immediately to the south and east of the
original Legation and they were folded into various
building campaigns or demolished for newly
designed, indoor-outdoor terraced and courtyard
space.”
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Figure 6.

Figure 6. Picturesque view from the sultan’s palace. (H.C.
White Co., ca. 1907, Library of Congress)
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Figure 7.
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Inside the Walls, Over the Street:
The Legation, 1821-1941

The architectural character of the Legation is
revealed in correspondence about its condition
mare so than in social commentary about events
held on the property in the middle decades of the
nineteenth century. By the 1830s, the Legation was
in disrepair. Complaints reveal the flooring was
brick and the windows unglazed. Plaster peeled
from the walls, suggestive of moisture damage
from the sea air and of the finishes.™ In the mid-
1840s, bombardment by the French naval forces
further imperiled the Legation’s condition and
the U.S. representatives lived in rented quarters.
From the 1820s through the 1840s, the west side
house contained seven rooms facing the internal
courtyard: saloon, hall, dining room, consular
office, ante room, pantry, and bedroom.™

Figure 7. Internal courtyard with stair at far end. (National
Park Service)
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Extensive repairs were made to the Legation

in 1848. All the wood and plasterwork and the

wood framing had to be replaced. A second story
was added during this stabilization campaign.

The upper story bridged the street to connect

the east side storage room with the residential
quarters and offices of the consulate. A series

of arches supported the bridge, creating a

tunnel approximately 45 feet long over the public
roadway.” The second floor of the Legation
contained five rooms, most notably a large drawing
room measuring 28 feet square in the bridge that
was said to be the largest in town. A smaller third
story was primarily a series of rooftop terraces
(Figure 8). Dampness from the coastal location
again took its toll on the Legation’s structural
system and by the 1860s, cables to Washington, BC,
cautioned that some areas were precarious and the
Legation was unsuitable for the diplomatic mission.
Repairs and minor improvements were made,

such as the installation of an iron safe, although
criticisms about the building continued into the
twentieth century.” Itis unclear if the reports
were exaggerated to lobby the Department of State
foranew consulate as ideas about social space
changed and the compact urban landscape lost its
appeal (Figure 9). Circulation patterns in the old city
were perceived as “tortuous” rather than suitable
for walking, for example. Stucco on the exterior
walls needed regular maintenance or quickly
deteriorated in the coastal climate.
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Figure 8.

Figure 8. Elevation view of the Legation in 1849 (National
Archives and Records Administration, College Park,
Maryland).
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In the 1910s, the location of the Legation was
once again an advantage. A new gate in the city
walls opened to the south, leading to the Rue

du Portugal, and eased access to the Béni-lder
quarter of the medina. The affluent began to
renovate existing buildings into modern houses,
arenaissance in the neighborhood witnessed
by career diplomat Maxwell Blake (1877-1959).®
Consul Blake served as the U.S. representative
in Tangier for three decades and shaped the
Legation architecturally as he guided the American
diplomatic mission through the world war era
(Figure 10).7

In 1921, Consul Blake proposed a combination

of repairs and additions to the Legation that
stabilized the existing structure in the walls, roof
framing and terraces, and stairs and expanded

the building footprint southward and upward.
Architect Jona[than] Benasuli provided plans and
cost estimates for the changes to the Legation that

Figure 9.

Figure 9. View from the south. (National Park Service)
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would include five rooms for consulate offices and
the necessary public spaces for the consul's rale as
host such as reception and dining rooms, kitchen,
pantries, and service areas, and bedrooms and
bathrooms.? Designs for the consulate retained
its courtyard orientation, but increased the number
of floors around it. The private spaces were on the
uppermost floors. Local builder Abdeslam Bekkeri
was hired to make the necessary modifications,
which were “tantamount to re-building”.”

Concurrently the property next to the original

east side parcel was secured to ensure light and
ventilation for the Legation - essentially to protect
the view from the reception room. This parcel
included a vernacular house of one-story with a
roof terrace. This building was similar to the original
Legationin floor plan and scale, and was subsumed
by later improvements to the site.?

By 1926 the Legation was entirely devoted to office
space and the Consul lived elsewhere in rented
quarters. Blake obtained funding to continue the
renovations, following the additions he proposed
in 1821 to the south and east. To the east of Rue

d Amerique, Blake's plan provided space for

the archives and reading room, offices, and a
balustraded terrace. A new entrance with Moorish
architectural details was a transitional space from
the covered street into a lush setting in the main
courtyard with a fountain recovered from the Fez,
wrought-iron grilles made in Spain, and colorful
tilework (Figure 11).2° Consul Blake's architectural
finale was the Pavilion Arabe, to the south end of
the east parcel, and it offered another terraced
area and a guest-suite on the upper floor. Local
builder Maalem Adbeslam Bokkori[sic] oversaw the
work.?
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Figure 10.

Figure 10. Portrait of Consul Maxwell Blake (Tangier
American Legation Institute for Moroccan Studies)
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During World War I, room within the Legation was
scarce. Diplomatic and military intelligence staff
occupied the building. They jostled against one
anotherin tight quarters, and with the hum of the
telegraph machine, yet maintained autonomous
operations under the Legation roof.2 Concerns
about electronic listening devices and espionage
encouraged the acquisition of neighboring
properties to meet security needs during the

war. One parcel to the south was purchased and
converted into offices; this is now the Research
Library anchoring the southwest corner of the
Legation. Consul Blake turned to architect Benasuli
for plans and local builder Mahalem Balouri led

the construction effort. During the 1940s, rooftop
terraces gradually were enclosed to create ever
more office space and, in 1961, the consulate moved
to another site in Tangier.?

The venerable Legation remained in the
Department of State’s inventory of overseas
property, becoming home to a language center
during the 1960s and early 1970s. After the language
center closed, the property was leased and
operated as a public museum by the forerunner

of today’s Tangier American Legation Institute

for Moroccan Studies (TALIM).” The museum
worked with the Department of State to restore
the building in the mid-1970s, which had fallen

into disrepair during the gap in occupancy as the
school closed and the museum opened. TALIM
continues to monitor cyclical repairs and structural
preservation work on the Legation, following in the
footsteps of Consul Blake and his predecessors.
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Figure 11. Courtyard view of the Legation (Elizabeth Gill
Lui, 2005, U.S. Department of State)
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Figure 12.

American Preservation Abroad

The Legation building program under the direction of Consul Blake (1920s to 1940s)is a compilation of
Moorish and Spanish architectural traditions, blended in form and interior finishes and furnishings. Blake's
vision for the Legation complemented the medina's vernacular in material and floor plan and responded to
the dense urban setting in its relationship to the street and integration of adjacent lots. Blake's work also
was part of a preservation trend for salvaging historical artifacts from endangered buildings, sometimes
interior paneling, ceilings, and mantelpieces, and sometimes exterior ornament and fountains, and reusing
them in period room installations in museums or in new but historicist designs (Figures 12-13).

In the mid-1970s, when the language center closed and the museum emerged in its stead, preservationists
took note of the proposed change and of the building. Charles Peterson, a career architect with the National
Park Service and a founder of the Historic American Buildings Survey program in 1933, saw similarities

in architectural style between the Legation and projects in the United States. Comparable properties,
Peterson noted, were Hearst Castle in San Simeon, California, and Addison Mizner’s Boca Raton, Florida,
showplaces. All belonged to a Mediterranean Revival oeuvre.?®

Figure 12. Interior view of Consul Blake's additions to the
American Legation (National Park Service)
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Figure 13
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Peterson’s reason for visiting the Legation is
unknown, but arguably he laid the groundwork

for its consideration within the National Register
criteria by tying the property aesthetically to

other National Historic Landmarks and coastal
settings within the United States. Consul Blake's
contributions, particularly in the Pavilion Arabe and
many of the salvaged artifacts, were in keeping
with the period rooms curated for the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York from the 1920s and
Henry Francis DuPont's Winterthur in Delaware or
in the making of Blair House, the President’s Guest
House in Washington, DC.? Consul Blake's seminal
work at the Legation was American preservation
in practice when the Historic Sites Act of 1935

was enacted. It also built a case for the landmark
designation of a poignant cultural symbol of
Moroccan and American friendship through two
centuries of shifting social geographies.®

Virginia Barrett Price
Office of Cultural Heritage

Figure 13. Exterior view of Consul Blake's additions to the
American Legation (National Park Service)
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A Bicentennial of
Moroccan-American
Diplomacy

Morocco was one of the first countries to recognize
the United States as an independent nation and
opened its ports to American ships by decree of
Sultan Mohammed Il in 1777. A treaty of peace and
friendship between the two countries followed in
1786. That document forged the longest unbroken
relationship in U.S. history, and it was followed

by the gift of the American Legation property

in Tangier in 1821, a bicentennial of Moroccan-
American diplomacy we celebrate this year.

The Moroccan-American relationship endured
through colonial occupation of North Africa and
Morocco by the French in the twentieth century and
the allegiance of Vichy France to the Axis powers in
World War Il. The American Legation was located
within the city’s International Zone and Tangier's
cosmopoalitan character assisted diplomats and
military operatives in securing the region during
the war, most overtly during Operation Torch. After
the war, the U.S. Marine Security Guard joined

the American mission in Tangier and thus began
the special unit's affiliation with U.S. diplomatic
facilities abroad.*' The Marine Security Guard aided
embassy staff as America adapted to postwar
geopolitics and honored long standing friendships,
none more vital than the nation's earliest with
Morocco.

Staff Photo. Credit: Collection of the National Museum of
American Diplomacy; gift of Nancy Andrews Leonard.
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SPECIAL PASSPORT ISSUED
TO DOROTHY BROUSSARD

U.S. Passport Office, 1945. Embossed paper and
textile. 8"h x 3.75"w x 0.13"d (15.24 h x 9.52 w x 0.32
d centimeters).
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Courtesy of the National Museum of American Diplomacy.
Gift of Nancy Andrews Leonard.
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Louisianan Dorothy V. Broussard (1913-2014)
worked for United States Department of State in
the Foreign Service from 1944 to 1972. She served
in France, Greece, Morocco, Israel, Indonesia,
England, and Japan, before retiring as a full
Consul. Inretirement, Broussard lived in Texas and
Kentucky and was active in her community. She
died in Lexington on December 19.

Broussard's passport indicates she was an
economic advisor and the timing suggests her
posting to Tangier was in support of the postwar
recovery programs.
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DECORATIVE BOX

Maker not known, 20086, silver on copper. 4.25"h x
9"wx5"d(10.8hx22.86 wx 12.7d centimeters).
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Courtesy of the National Museum of American Diplomacy.
Gift of Foreign Minister Mohamed Benaissa of Morocco to
U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice.
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A box for keeping thoughts, rather than things,
seems apt for the gift exchanged between
centuries-old friends: the Kingdom of Morocco
and the United States. In May 2006, Foreign
Minister Mohamed Benaissa of Morocco met with
the U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice in
Washington, BC, to discuss ongoing initiatives and
plan for the future. He marked the occasion by
presenting Secretary Rice with a footed box in the
shape of a truncated oval.* The token of shared
esteem is now in the collection of the National
Museum of American Diplomacy in Washington,
DC.%
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COMMEMORATIVE KEY

Maker not known, 2012, brass, metal. 3.25"h x 9.25"
wx0.25"d(8.26 h x 23.5 w x 0.64 d centimeters).
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The ground-breaking ceremony for the American
embassy building in Rabat took place in 2012

and this commemorative key was presented by
the Mayor of Rabat Mr. Fathallah Oualaou to the
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
during the event. Secretary Clinton observed at
the time that the building represented America’s
commitment to a time-tested partnership -a
symbol that Moroccans could count on their friends
in the twenty-first century as Americans had
counted on them in the eighteenth century.*

The commemorative key is engraved “Rabat” in
English and Arabic. The Hassan Tower, a historic
site in Rabat near the Mausoleum where Kings
Mohammed V and Hassan Il are buried, is featured
inrelief.

Courtesy of the National Museum of American Diplomacy.
Gift of Mayor of Rabat Mr. Fathallah Oualaou of Morocco to
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary R. Clinton.
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Photo Credit: Hassan Tower and Columns
Carlos ZGZ, Creative Commons Image 15126547404
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ORDER OF OUISSAM ALAOUITE AWARD, CLASS COMMANDER

Maker for the Kingdom of Morocco not known,
1980, metal and textile. with case, 3"w x 5.5" d (7.62
w x 13.97 d centimeters), badge and ribbon alone,
upright: 8"h x2"wx1"d(15.24 hx5.08 wx 2.54 d
centimeters).

Courtesy of the National Museum of American Diplomacy.
Gift of Harvel H. Sebastian.
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The Order of Ouissam Alaouite was established in
1913, and is awarded in five classes: Grand Cordon,
Grand Officer, Commander, Officer, and Knight.*®
The award consists of a badge in the shape of five-
point star with an orange ribbon with white stripes
and an orange and white striped rosette lapel pin.

Foreign Service Officer Peter Sebastian (1926-2011)
received the Order of Quissam Alaouite, Class
Commander, for his meritorious service to the
Moroccan nation. Sebastian was appointed the
U.S. Vice Consul in Rabat from 1857-1960, Consul
General in Casablanca from 1978-1980, and Deputy
Chief of Mission in Rabat from 1980-1982.

Born in Berlin, Peter Sebastian became a United
States citizen in 1944 and served in the U.S. Army
in 1944-1946. Sebastian joined the diplomatic
corps in 1957 with overseas assignments in France,
Ethiopia, Central African Republic, and Morocco.
He spent the most time in Morocco, leaving his post
there to direct the Department of State Office of
North African Affairs in 1982. He returned to the
region as the U.S. Ambassador to Tunisia in 1984.
Sebastian and his family retired to Santa Fe, New
Mexico, where he died March 22, 2011.%
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Courtesy of the National Museum of American Diplomacy.
Gift of Harvel H. Sebastian.
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RABAB GOURD INSTRUMENT

Maker not known, 2014,
wood, brass, and textile,
13.5"h x 5"w x 11'd (34.29
hx12.7wx27.94d
centimeters).
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Courtesy of the National Museum of American Diplomacy.
Gift of His Excellency Salaheddine Mezouar, Minister

of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the Kingdom of
Morocco, to U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry.
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The rabab is a string instrument prevalent
throughout Central Asia and North Africa in musical
ensembles and, in Morocco, as an accompaniment
to Andalusian singers. The Moroccan rabab has two
strings and is played with a bow, while other forms
of the rabab are plucked and have one string. It is
also recognizable by its short, hollow neck.*

This replica of a traditional Moroccan Andalusian
rabab was given to U.S. Secretary of State John
Kerry by His Excellency Salaheddine Mezouar,
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the
Kingdom of Morocco and it is now in the collection
of the National Museum for American Diplomacy in
Washington, DC.
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CEREMONIAL SWORD
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Maker not known, early 1900s, metal and wood.
blade, 31.10"(79 centimeters), with bentwood
handle, 35.43"(90 centimeters).
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Courtesy of the Tangier American Legation Institute for
Moroccan Studies (TALIM).
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The ceremonial sword in its scabbard resembles

a cane or walking stick, and the blade is stamped
“TOLEDO" on both sides. The cane sword was
presented to J. Rives Childs (1893-1987) by the staff
of the Tangier Legation in 1945. The hilt of the
sword is inscribed with his name, in Arabic.

Childs was the U.S. representative to Morocco
from 1941-1945 and, as the charge d' affaires, lived
and worked in the American Legation and oversaw
America's wartime diplomacy.

The Legation was located in the International Zone
of Tangier, occupied by General Francisco Franco’s
Spain after France surrendered to Nazi Germany

in 18940. Childs curried favor with French and
Spanish officials sympathetic to the Allied cause,
gaining assistance for wartime victims and gauging
attitudes of the local officials to a hypothetical
invasion by Allied forces before the landings during
Operation Torch.®
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Photo: Troops landing on the Moroccan beach during the North ‘M./-'*'”' ’ o aeaf ©
African campaign. T o
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Photo: Blade of the ceremonial sword presented to J. Rives Childs
in 1945.
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Courtesy of the Tangier American Legation Institute for U.S. Army Signal Corps. Photographs courtesy of U.S.
Moroccan Studies (TALIM). Army Heritage and Education Center.
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The American
Legation

in Tangier
functioned as an
operational hub
during the war
and, from 1942,
also housed the
Office of Strategic
Services(0SS)
personnel.

Operation Torch

During World War Il, the Tangier Legation was the largest U.S. mission
in North Africa and the only one not in Vichy French territory.* It
played a key role in the success of the 1942 Allied landings in Morocco
and Algeria known as Operation Torch.

The Allied mission Operation Torch saw multiple landings on the
Moroccan and Algerian coast in November 1942 as Anglo-American
forces moved against Vichy France in North Africa. The coordinated
mission was commanded by the U.S. Major General Dwight D.
Eisenhower (1890-1969), and successes in Morocco and Algeria led to
Allied victories in Tunisia. North Africa then became the staging area
for the invasion of Sicily, Italy, and the experience of Operation Torch
proved integral to the planning for the D-Day landings in Normandy,
France, in 1944.

The American Legation in Tangier functioned as an operational hub
during the war and, from 1942, also housed the Office of Strategic
Services (0SS) personnel. The 0SS was
led by World War | veteran and Medal of

& o
s ,

NAVAL OPERATIONS in the NORTH
AFRIG RANE: ATRES

1959) who had argued for a central
intelligence operation from the outset
of the war in Europe. Before the 0SS
was established, President Franklin

D. Roosevelt appointed Donovan as
“Coordinator of Information”.

/( Honor recipient William Donovan (1883-

Photo: Map showing the multiple
landing sites for Operation Torch.
(Naval History and Heritage Command)

38

D JIBY Oldas @Blga Calise puogs dhy s :8)90
et 4,
(£S5,0Y1 &yl 39 3335 5550)

Photo: Naval History and Heritage Command.
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SADDLE BLANKET COVER AND
CANVAS STORAGE BAG

Saddle Blanket Cover and Canvas Storage Bag,
“William J. Donovan, Col. 165 Inf., 42nd Div.” U.S.
Army, ca. 1918, cloth. 24" h x 20"w x 1"d (60.96 h x
50.8 w x 2.64 d centimeters).
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Courtesy of the CIA Museum.
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William J. Donovan (1883-1959) was a lawyer,
statesman, and soldier. He practiced law in New
York before enlisting in the National Guard. As a
soldier he served on the U.S.-Mexican border in
1916 and in France during World War I. In France,
Lieutenant Colonel Donovan or “Wild Bill" joined the
U.S. Army 165" Infantry, 42" Division. He received
the Medal of Honor for his bravery in action in 1918.
He also was honaored with the Distinguished Service
Cross and Purple Heart. Donovan obtained the rank
of Major General by the end of his military career,
and is the aonly recipient of the military’s four
highest honors - adding the Distinguished Service
Medal and National Security Medal to his World War
| commendations.

His experience in World War | underscored the
importance of intelligence operations, and he
directed the Office of Strategic Services from 1942~
1945 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt's request.“
After the war, he was appointed ambassador to
Thailand.
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BRASS PLATE

U.S. Army, no date, copper or lacquered brass. 12"
(30.48 centimeters)in diameter.
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The plate is engraved with “Office of
Communications & Rabat Morocco & OC Logo".

Ceremonial plates of this nature are created to
acknowledge excellence or commemorate an event
or location. In this case, the Office of Strategic
Services(0SS)branch of communications,
operating from the American Legation Building
during World War Il, is memorialized in this brass
engraved plate. Their work in code and message
transference cannot be overlooked in the Allied war
effortin North Africa and beyond.
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Courtesy of the CIA Museum.
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M209 CIPHER MACHINE M209 pais I

The M209 or mechanical enciphering machine
was developed by Boris Hagelin, a Swedish
cryptographer, in 1938. Similar to an Enigma
machine, the M209 allowed operators to send
tactical messages in code about troop positions
and mission objectives. Advantages of the M209
Converter M-209, i ; 3 were in its size. Small and portable, the U.S. military
posia ' first used the M208 encoding machine on a wide
scale during Operation Torch in North Africa.
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U.S. Army, after 1938. 3.5"hx 5" wx 7" d(8.89 h x 12.7
w x 17.78 d centimeters).
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Courtesy of the National Cryptologic Museum, NSA
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CONCEALMENT CAMERA

‘mm

Kodak for the War Department, 1943. 3"h x 2" w x 2"
d(7.62 h x5.08 wx5.08d centimeters).
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The Office of Strategic Services (0SS) agents
needed miniature cameras for photography “behind
enemy lines”and so the OSS turned to Eastman
Kodak for a specialty, concealment camera in 1943.
Kodak's small ‘matchbox” camera was operable
with one hand, allowing for covert photographs of
people, places, and equipment. The matchbox was
accurate from 4.5 feet and featured two shutter
speeds. The 16 mm camera could be camouflaged
with a matchbox label for the country in which it
was to be used, and this disquise lent the small
camera its name.
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Top, right: Matchbox Camera. Copy photograph, Office of
Cultural Heritage Collection.

Bottom, right: Wikimedia. Daderot.
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Courtesy of the CIA Museum.
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC
SERVICES CLOTHING
“IKE" JACKET

U.S. Army, ca. 1943, cloth. 24" h x 20"w x 1"d (60.96 h
x50.8 w x 2.54 d centimeters).
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Courtesy of the CIA Museum.
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The Office of Strategic Services (0SS)jacket was
issued to U.S. Army Technical Sergeant Robert
Herman Riplow (1914-2012) of lllinois. Tech. Sgt.
Riplow was assigned to the 0SS in 1944 and served
under William “Wild Bill" Donovan in the 69th
Infantry Regiment, 42" Infantry Division. He was a
translator.”

Riplow’s OSS jacket was the U.S. Army’s redesigned
model, based on alayering concept and named for
the American commander, Dwight D. Eisenhower.
The "Ike” jacket was a waist-length coat with
bellows pockets in the front, shoulder straps,

and pleats in the back. Eisenhower requested a
waist-length jacket patterned after the British
Battle dress uniform, and his namesake jacket was
introduced after the North African campaign in
1943.42
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Ex-Pats and Artists

Even before the twentieth century, American artists of every
variety - writers, painters, musicians - have had a love affair with
Morocco, and especially Tangier. From 1923 to 1956 Tangier was an
International Zone, governed separately from the rest of Morocco by
aloose collection of foreign governments. Known as the “Interzone”,
the promise of cosmopolitan freedom attracted Western artists and
writers in the 1950s and 1960s. The Western mythology of Tangier
was, and still is, one of the exotics, freedom, and adventure. All of
this combined attracted a small community of expatriate artists,
ultimately leading to some of the most engaging and worthwhile art
of their careers.
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The Western
mythology of
Tangier was,
and still is, one
of the exotics,
freedom,

and adventure.
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Frank Zappa

Ly St i3

Frank Vincent Zappa

Frank Vincent Zappa (1940 -1993) was an American
singer, songwriter, multi-instrumentalist,
composer, and bandleader. His work is
characterized by nonconformity, free-form
improvisation, sound experiments, musical
virtuosity, and satire.

In a career spanning more than 30 years, Zappa
composed rock, pop, jazz, jazz fusion, orchestral,
and musique concrete works, and produced almost
all of the 60-plus albums that he released with

his band The Mothers of Invention and as a solo
artist. Zappa also directed feature-length films
and music videos and designed album covers.

He is considered one of the most innovative and
stylistically diverse rock musicians of his era.

As a self-taught composer and performer, Zappa
created music that was sometimes difficult to
categorize. While in his teens, he acquired a

taste for twentieth-century classical modernism,
African-American rhythm and blues, and doo-wop
music. He was particularly influenced by Moroccan
sounds after a visit to Essaouira.

He remains a major influence on musicians and
composers. His honors include his 1995 induction
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and the 1997
Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. In 2000, he
was ranked number 36 on VH1s 100 Greatest Artists
of Hard Rock. In 2004, Rolling Stone magazine
ranked him at number 71 on its

"100 Greatest Artists of All Time”, and in 2011 at
number 22 on its list of the 100 Greatest Guitarists
of All Time".
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Frank Zappa in composition
Credit: Jeff and Peter A. Rusnak. Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame Library and Archives
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GUITAR(ELECTRIC)
(3L,85) slus

Gibson Guitar Company, mahogany, 1964. 8 pounds
(3.63 kilograms), 42" hx 5" w x 15" d (106.68 h x 12.7 w
x 38.1d centimeters).
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This six-string electric guitar was produced by the
Gibson Guitar Company in 1964 and is listed as an
SG(Standard Guitar). The body material is primarily
mahogany with a classic sunburst relief in red and
yellow. It was owned and played by the American
Musician Frank Zappa, most commonly identified
with the band The Mothers of Invention. The
musician signed the guitar in black marker.
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Courtesy of Hard Rock International
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THREE-PIECE WOOL SUIT AND
HOTEL KEY

Matsuda Nicole Tokyo, Inc., ca. 1980, wool. Men's
size medium.
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HOTEL KEY NUMBER 1484

1484 (3 3usb 48,8 plias

Maker not known, no date, metal and plastic.
1"x 0.5"(2.54 x 1.27 centimeters).

2.54) 4‘99" 05* 4.05.: 1 GJ.;._«;)L:g Od=e <J%__7.A 't__{_)wl ‘d%,?.n &:La.”
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Frank Zappa; Credit: Jeff and Peter A. Rusnak. Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame Library and Archives
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The three-piece suit is a charcoal grey with grey
and blue pin dots. The jacket is double breasted
with wide, rounded and peaked lapels and three
buttons on either side. Matching pants have a two
button and gold zippered front closure with a wide
waistband. The waistcoat has seven buttons up
the front and four pockets (two on either side of
the front) while the back is cream colored with
stripes. The pants and waistcoat both have a cinch
back. The hotel key has a black plastic cover with
the number 1484 printed on it in white. The suit
was worn by Frank Zappa in 1982 while conducting
an orchestra at the Barbican in London and on
January 9, 1984, at Theatre de la Ville in Paris,
where the French conductor Pierre Boulez directed
three pieces by Zappa.
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James Marshall “dimi” Hendrix

James Marshall “dimi” Hendrix (born Johnny Allen
Hendrix; 1942-1970) was an American musician,
singer, and songwriter.* Although his mainstream
career spanned only four years, he is widely
regarded as one of the most influential electric
guitarists in the history of popular music, and one
of the most celebrated musicians of the twentieth
century. The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame describes
him as “arguably the greatest instrumentalist in the
history of rock music”.

Hendrix was inspired by American rock and roll and
electric blues. He spent time in, and was influenced
by, Essaouira, Morocco. Legends have built up
regarding his time spent there, especially revolving
around the hit Castles Made of Sand. While it is

not true that the song was written in Morocco,

it was released two years prior to his visit, the
stories continue. He was the first musician to use
stereophonic phasing effects in recordings.

Jimi Hendrix's music, influenced by Essaouira, Morocco
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Holly George-Warren of Rolling Stone commented:

Hendrix pioneered the use of the instrument
as an electronic sound source. Players
before him had experimented with feedback
and distortion, but Hendrix turned those
effects and others into a controlled, fluid
vocabulary every bit as personal as the blues
with which he began.*

Hendrix was the recipient of several music

awards during his lifetime and posthumously.

In 1967, readers of Melody Maker voted him the

Pop Musician of the Year and in 1968, Billboard
named him the Artist of the Year and Rolling Stone
declared him the Performer of the Year. Disc

and Music Echo honored him with the World Top
Musician of 1969 and in 1970, Guitar Player named
him the Rock Guitarist of the Year. The Jimi Hendrix
Experience was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame in 1992 and the United Kingdom Music Hall
of Fame in 2005. Rolling Stone ranked Hendrix as
the greatest guitarist and the sixth greatest artist
of all time.
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Jimi Hendrix - San Francisco 1968
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Courtesy of Hard Rock International; Baron Wolman. Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame Library and Archives
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BOOTS, BLACK LEATHER CALF SLul Jghy sgul Gl oy
LENGTH

Maker not known, no date, leather. Men's size 10 2
with 1.5"(3.81 centimeters) stacked heels, 19 eyelets
with leather laces and inside zipper.

S gy aaiy 10 wlie oo Jlopl L al> (ggome gyl (Jsgon gilall
195 ((Sostiw 3.81 Jolzy L) diogy 1.5 Jshy wledl (e Olib (s £ 5ian
G2 3535 plois dale dhyl LS

Owned and worn by Jimi Hendrix during his visits to
New York and during performances at the Salvation
Club in the late 1960s.
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Lady Gaga

Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta, known
professionally as Lady Gaga, is an American singer,
songwriter, and actress known for reinventing
herimage and for her versatility in music and
entertainment. As a teenager, she sang at open mic
nights and acted in school plays before studying

at Collaborative Arts Project 21 through New York
University’s Tisch School of the Arts. Gaga rose

to prominence with her debut studio album, The
Fame, and its chart-topping singles “Just Dance”
and “Poker Face”. She collaborated with Morocco's
native son Nadir Khayat, better known by his stage
name RedOne, in the production of her music.*®
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Courtesy of Hard Rock International
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LADY GAGA BLUE BEETLE GOWN

Designed by Holly Russell, 2009, textile of chiffon
and human hair. Women's size small to medium.
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An electric blue chiffon gown worn by Lady Gaga.
This sheer gown, designed by Holly Russell for her
2009 fashion graduate collection from Manchester
University, has padded shoulders embellished with
iridescent beetle wings and a collar of long, dark
human hair with an iridescent glass closure. A Holly
Russell label is present.
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Lady GaGa attends Billboard's 4th Annual Women In
Music event at The Pierre Hotel in New York City on
October 2, 2008.
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Moroccan Americans

“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!”cries

she with silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor,
your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, The
wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send these,
the homeless, tempest-tossed to me, | lift my lamp
beside the golden door!”

By the time Emma Lazarus wrote this phrase

for the New Colossus in 1883, a sonnet inspired

by the Statue of Liberty, America was already a
grand experiment like no other. People came, and
continue to this day, from every corner of the globe,
bringing with them culture, history, science, and
even athletics that all would become entwined in
this forever changing world-scape. Morocco is no
different. Her sons and daughters have come to
leave their mark on this place, enriching it with their
passions and voices in a way uniquely their own.
America’s strength always has been and always

will be, Her ever-changing immigrant population.
The Moroccans and Moroccan Americans below
help us see the best in ourselves, that if we dream
big enough and bright enough, we can touch the
heavens and enrapture the world. That is a gift not
just for the United States and Morocco, but a shared
one we can offer the world.
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RedOne

Nadir Khayat
(born April 8,
1972), better
known by his
stage name
RedOne, isa
Moroccan-
Swedish singer,
songwriter,
record producer
and record
executive. After a challenging start, RedOne
eventually broke through the American music
industry and found success in producing and
recording. In 2011, he created 'The 2101 Foundation’
nonprofit organization dedicated to reaching out
to the disadvantaged youth and providing them
with inspiration to pursue music, education and the
arts. As arecord producer and songwriter, he has
worked with many high-profile recording artists,
most notably Lady Gaga, Akon, Michael Jackson,
U2, Nicki Minaj, Jennifer Lopez, Pitbull, Enrique
Iglesias, Shakira, and Usher, among many others.
His production discography boasts many Billboard
and international hits. The artist established his
own record label named RedOne Records.

RedOne has been nominated for ten Grammy
Awards, winning three. He was also awarded the
Grammis Award for Producer of the Year, which
is the Swedish equivalent to the Grammy Awards.
In 2009, he was the number one producer on

the Billboard Hot 100, ranking number three as
songwriter and BMI Songwriter of the Year. He
produces songs in the pop, rock, R&B, house, hip
hop, and dance music genres.“
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Nawal El Moutawakel

Born in Casablanca on
April 15,1962, Nawal E|
Moutawakel is fiercely
proud of her roots,

and regards the new
opportunities that her
Olympic victory gave to
girlsin Morocco as her
most telling achievement
in athletics. She remains
active in Moroccan athletics and for many years
was involved in the government, as Inspector at
the Ministry of Youth and Sports (1989 -1997); as
Secretary of State to the Minister of Social Affairs,
responsible for Youth and Sport (1997-1998); and as
Minister of Youth and Sports (2007-2009). Health,
fitness, and participation of women in sport are the
center piece of her philosophy. She puts her beliefs
into practice by organizing the 10 kilometer Courir
pour le Plaisir (Run for Fun), which attracts up to
30,000 women in Casablanca each year.

El Moutawakels influence extends around the world
through her work since 1995 as a council member
of the International Association of Athletics
Federations and as the first Muslim woman elected
to the International Olympic Committee in 1997 and
first woman from a Muslim, Arab, and African nation
elected First Vice President of the I0C in 2013. She
has served in several important roles for the I0C, on
commissions for the evaluation and coordination
of the 2012 and 2016 Olympic Games, and as a
member of Parliament representing her party
Rassemblement National des Indépendants (2016-
2021). El Moutawakel was appointed the United
Nations Goodwill Ambassador for the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs), by UN General

Secretary Mr. Ban Ki Moon in August 2010.4

Courtesy of Atr1992.
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OLYMPIC GOLD MEDAL (400 METERS HURDLES)

Designed by Giuseppe Cassioli and Dugald Stermer,

1984, gilt silver. 2.36" (60 millimeters).
236 (b dillas 8 1984 (osliw WEgds Jowls s lgano
(Gaddle 60 sl L) dogs

The gold medal features the traditional goddess
of victory holding a palm in her left hand and a
winner's crown in her right. On the reverse, an
Qlympic champion is carried in triumph by the
crowd, with the stadium in the background.

The design by the Florentine artist Giuseppe
Cassioli (1865-1942), submitted to a competition
organized by the International Olympic Committee

Courtesy of Nawal El Moutawakel.
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in 1921, debuted in 1928 for the Olympic Games

in Amsterdam. The 1984 medal is inscribed “XXIlI
OLYMPIAD LOS ANGELES 1984" and was minted by
Jostens, Inc.
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OLYMPIC GOLD MEDAL WINNING CLEATS

Designed by Nike, ca. 1984, textile, plastic, metal.
Women'’s size 37, US 7.
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By winning the 400 meters hurdles event at

the 1984 Los Angeles Olympic Games, Nawal El
Moutawakel became the first Moroccan, African,
Arab, and Muslim woman to win an Olympic gold
medal. Her watershed performance was watched
live in her hometown of Casablanca in the early
hours of the morning, and locals poured onto
the streets to celebrate her victory. Her Olympic
success earned her instant recognition in her
country. Although a stunning accomplishment,
it was not a surprise result. El Moutawakel was
groomed at lowa State University in the United
States and had been running with considerable
success in the highly-competitive American
collegiate scene over the previous two years.

Courtesy of Nawal El Moutawakel.
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El Moutawakel's Olympic achievement was the
breakthrough that gave Moroccan women much-
needed belief in themselves and the courage to
take up sports. The generation that she inspired
with her success in Los Angeles has since emerged
impressively on the international scene. They
include Nezha Bidouane, 1997 World Champion in
the 400 meters hurdles; Zohra Ouaziz, 1999 Silver
Medalist in the World Championships in the 5,000
meters; and Hasna Benhassi, 2004 Silver Medalist
in the 800 meters in the Athens Olympic Games
and 2008 Bronze Medalist in the Beijing Olympic
Games, among others.
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MARS ROVER PERSEVERANCE “PERCY"

Photo: Mars Rover and NASA scientist Kamal
Oudrhiri. (National Aeronautics and Space
Administration)
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Over the past two decades, missions flown by
NASA's Mars Exploration Program have shown us
that Mars was once very different from the cold, dry
planet it is today. Evidence discovered by landed
and orbital missions point to wet conditions billions
of years ago. These environments lasted long
enough to potentially support the development of
microbial life. To learn more, NASA designed and
launched Mars Rover Perseverance, nicknamed
Percy, in July 2020. Percy will explore the Jezero
crater to help us better understand the red planet’s
geology and to look for signs of ancient life. The

mission will collect and store a set of rock and soil
samples that could be returned to Earth in the
future. It will also test new technology to benefit
future robotic and human exploration of Mars. 8

Like the earlier Curiosity, who traveled to Mars

in 2011-2012, Percy is about the size of a car and
was manufactured by the NASA Jet Propulsion
Laboratory. Percy successfully landed on Mars

on February 18, 2021. A model of NASA rovers
Curiosity and Perseverance, recreated by The LEGO
Group, encourages our imagination and future
exploration. 4°
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Courtesy of National Aeronautics and Space
Administration.
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Kamal Oudrhiri

Kamal Oudrhiriis a
planetary scientist and
a technical manager at
NASA's Jet Propulsion
Laboratory (JPL). The
second youngestina
family of six children,
Kamal attended the
University of Southern
California where he holds
undergraduate and graduate degrees in electrical
engineering and space communications. His
research interests include planetary atmospheric
science, gravity science, and bistatic radar. Over
the last two decades, Kamal has distinguished
himself through numerous NASA missions
including the international Cassini mission to
Saturn, the GRAIL lunar mission, the Juno mission
to Jupiter, the Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter(MRQ),
the New Horizons mission to Pluto, and the Mars
Atmosphere and Volatile Evolution (MAVEN) mission.
In 2015, Kamal was appointed as manager of the
Planetary Radar and Radio Sciences Group.

Kamal's professional achievements include

"FIVE" successful Mars landings. Kamal led the
radio science team during Entry, Descent, and
Landing of the twin Mars Exploration Rovers,
Spirit and Opportunity, Mars Science Laboratory
Curiosity Rover, Mars InSight lander, and Mars
2020 Perseverance Rover. Kamal also made pivotal
contributions to the success of Mars Cube One
(MarCO)mission, by spearheading the development
efforts of the end-to-end telecom technologies.
Since 2014, Kamal has held several key roles on the
Cold Atom Lab quantum physics mission onboard
the International Space Station.

Courtesy of U.S. Embassy Rabat
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In 2003, Kamal founded Grove of Hope, a nonprofit
science education arganization whose mission is to
further STEAM education across the world. Grove
of Hope has provided STEAM educationin the
United States, Africa(primarily in Morocco), India,
and Malaysia.

Kamal also founded the Moroccan American
Cultural Center of Los Angeles (MACCLA)to
encourage cross-cultural experiences of music and
artistic discovery. Of all of MACCLA's achievements,
Kamal is most proud of an original, historical
production he created entitled “Fez: Queen of
Cities.” The musical production included 49

artists from three continents and travelled to five
international cities: Los Angeles, New York City,
Geneva, Paris, and Rabat.

Kamal organized and directed the first half
marathon in the city of Los Angeles, which in 2008
was voted best race in California. Additionally, he
founded USA Marathon Training to help runners of
all abilities accomplish their marathon goals.

In 2012, Kamal was knighted by his majesty king
Mohammed VI of Morocco with “Wisam el Arch.”
Kamal has also been recognized for his professional
and technical achievements at NASA, receiving
forty NASA Group Achievement Awards, the

2017 People Leadership Award, the 2019 NASA's
exceptional service medal, and the 2020 American
Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA)
Space Science Award.

Of all Kamal's journeys, if he had to choose the most
cherished, it would be as son to Touriya Alami and
the late Mohammed Oudrhiri.®
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